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June Rickli 

Oswego County Hospice...20 Years of   

Caring and  Compassion  

 In 1987, Donna Berrigan, a registered nurse from New Haven, stayed home 
with her husband as the end of his battle with cancer neared.  

 Though friends and family were able to offer some support, Donna said, “I 
learned from my own experience that people who are living through the nightmare of 
a terminal illness need a good neighbor.” 

 That “good neighbor” arrived in Oswego County in early 1989 with the for-
mation of the Oswego County Hospice, the newest  program of the Oswego County 
Health Department. 

 “Hospice would never have come to fruition in this County without the efforts 
of Rupert Collins ( Health Commissioner and Dr. Grant, who nurtured the program 
along,” said Kathy Smith, former Oswego County Director of Public Health and the 
Director of Patient Services in 1989. “It took 18 months of work to get the program 
up and running,” Smith said. 

 For 20 years, Hospice has provided a team-oriented care for thousands of 
families in Oswego County. At the center of Hospice care is the belief that all people 
have the right to die pain-free and with dignity, and that their families also receive 
the support they need. Hospice care is provided by a team of medical professionals, 
social workers and volunteers, including Donna Berrigan. 

 In 1994, the Volunteers of Oswego County Hospice, Inc., now known as The 
Friends of Oswego County Hospice, was incorporated to provide financial support 
for the Hospice Program and direct financial support to Hospice patients and their 
families. Through fundraising and public education activities, the Friends have been 
able to continue their support of the Hospice program, patients and their families for 
15 years. 

 We salute all the “good neighbors” who have been, or  are now a part of the 
Hospice team. Your compassion and caring is the greatest gift a person can give. 
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We Celebrate Your Support 
 The Celebration of Life and all of the support that we provide to Hospice patients and their families 
wouldn’t be possible without the businesses and individuals who believe in the Hospice philosophy and the 
importance of comforting, compassionate end of life care. 

 We sincerely thank all of you…. Our Celebration of Life Sponsors: 

Event Sponsors 
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield 

Oswego County Radiation Oncology 

 

Table Sponsors 
Kathy & Terry Smith 

Onondaga-Oswego Funeral Directors Association 

 

Supporters 
Dennis & Doren Norfleet 

HospiScript 

 

Friends 
Scriba Electric, Inc. 

James Campbell, MD 

Oswego County Ambulance & Hearse Service 

Oswego Valley Insurance Agencies 

Met Life/David Mirabito 

Kent M. Snyder 

J & A Mechanical Contractors 

J & S Promotions 

Elizabeth & Robert Rude 

Michael & Barbara Lavenia, Jr./Sticks  

Carol Lescarbeau 

 

 

Contributors  
Traub Funeral Home 

Nancy Costello 

Mary Readling 

Robert & Sharon Carr 

Jane Wright 

Kenneth Dowd 

Frances Bellinger 

Jill Barnes 

Joan Morrison 

Peggy Kennedy 

Amy Daino 

Doris Rowe 

Gary & Sylvia Fields 

Edith Knight 

Alicia & Dick Calagiovanni 

John & Shirley Spano 

Don Turner, Jr. & Family 

Isaac & Edith Perry 

Carl Bishop 

Jane Nichols 

Dorothy Demm 

Sylvio Albert 

Marie Fabrizio 

Ann Bishop 

Judy Greenway 

Sheila Sheridan 

Joseph & Agatha Kelly 

Special Thanks  
Bob Bateman, Cakes Galore 
& More for donating our 
desserts 

 

Tom Gunn, for donating his 
time to produce the Hospice 
Retrospective 

 

June Rickli, for designing 
the 20th Anniversary logo 

 

The Celebration of Life 
Committee: 

Dennis Goss 

Amanda Baker 

RoseAnn Parsons 

Dr. Jodi Mullen 

Nancy Galizia 

Kathy Smith 

Judy Watson 

Dawn Leduc 

Debbie Bishop 
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 A Celebration of Life 
 

6:00 - 7:00    Cocktail Hour, Silent Auction 

 

7:00  - 8:00      Welcome- Dennis Goss, FOH Board President 

     Invocation - Rev. Bill King 

          Dinner 
 

8:00 - 8:30       Program 

Assemblyman Will Barclay 

Dennis Norfleet, MD 

Kathy Smith 

Nancy Galizia 

Kyle Thompson 

Joan Smith, RN 

A Hospice Retrospective 

 

8:45 - 11:00    Entertainment 

        The Cortini Brothers with Joanna Jewett & Tommy Ciappa 



Board of Directors 
Amanda Baker 

Barbara Bateman 

Nancy Deavers 

Virginia Gary 

Dennis Goss 

Jodi Mullen 

Nancy Galizia 

Richard Tesoriero 

Jennifer Duval 

Barbara Brown 

Lynne Bogart 

RoseAnn Parsons 

Mark Fiorini 

JoAnn Latulip 
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Calendar of Events 
“Hospice-Tality” 

Enjoy a great meal as these fine restaurants donate a portion of their 
day’s sales to support Hospice … 
 
Blue Moon Grill, Fulton… Monday, November 2, lunch and dinner 
 
Canale’s Restaurant, Oswego...Monday, November 9, lunch and dinner 
   **Contact the Friends for a Coupon** 
 
Arena’s Eis House, Mexico...Tuesday, November 17, dinner 
 
Fajita Grill, Oswego...Monday, November 23, 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Debbie Bishop, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 102 

34 E. Bridge St., Suite 202 

Oswego, NY 13126 

(315) 343-5223 

(315) 343-0278-Fax 

oswegohospice@verizon.net 

www.friendsofhospice.org 

Return Service Requested 


